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AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY 
Biotech Seed Plantings to Increase in 2002, USDA-NASS Says

On March 28, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) issued a prospective planting report for 2002 crops. It estimates an increase in plantings of biotech varieties of corn, cotton and soybean seed. Growers intend to plant 79 million acres of corn for all purposes in 2002, up 4 percent from 2001, the report said. Soybean producers intend to plant 73 million acres, down 2 percent from last year. Crop rotations, farm bill uncertainty, and price considerations were cited as primary reasons for the expected reduction in soybean acreage. But this reduction would be offset by the expected increase in corn plantings in most areas. Total acreage of cotton and wheat are expected to be lower due to market conditions. Please note that the NASS report has a mean error rate of 8 percent. Report at http://www.usda.gov/nass/PUBS/TODAYRPT/pspl0302.pdf (projected biotech seed plantings on pages 20-21). Related March 28 Reuters story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020328/ap_on_re_us/biotech_crops_2 
 
Biotech Cotton Approved for Commercial Use in India
A March 26 Reuters article reported that India approved the use of three biotech cotton varieties for commercial production subject to certain conditions. India’s Genetic Engineering Approval Committee (GEAC) said these conditions were being “fine-tuned” and would be announced shortly. The Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) cotton will be the first biotech crop grown on a commercial scale there. The cotton varieties were developed by the Maharashtra Hybrid Seed Company (Mahyco) in collaboration with Monsanto. They received commercial approval from April 2002 to March 2005. Farmers accessing Mahyco’s seeds are required to plant at least 20 per cent of their field areas with non-Bt cotton varieties. Approval by the GEAC is mandatory for field trials and commercial production of biotech crops in India. So far, only a few firms have been allowed to undertake field trials of biotech crops there. Story at http://in.news.yahoo.com/020326/64/1jraj.html  Monsanto March 27 news release at http://www.monsanto.com/monsanto/media/02/02mar27_IndiaApproval.html

China Biotech Import Rules Still Not Clear 
According to a March 28 Reuters article, traders remained perplexed about China’s new biotech rules after a seminar conducted by China’s agriculture ministry on March 27. China struck a compromise with the United States earlier in March on these rules, which originally required reams of paperwork and a 270-day approval process before importers could obtain import permits. China has agreed to simplify application procedures and shorten approval time for granting safety certificates. But importers said China was still delaying handing out permits for importing or selling biotech soybeans there. Importers said the ministry had rejected some applications due to incomplete information. Ministry officials denied issuing any rejections. Story at http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/15242/story.htm
Indonesia to Issue Rule on Biotech Food Labeling 
Indonesia will soon issue new regulations on the labeling of biotech foods, said a March 28 Reuters article. The regulations will require every food product containing more than 5% biotech ingredients to be labeled as such and will apply to raw, processed and imported foods. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020328/hl_nm/gmo_indonesia_1

Korea Establishes Biotech Institute
The Korean government has identified biotechnology as one of the key tools to help solve the country’s low competitiveness in domestic and foreign agricultural markets. As a result, Korea established the National Institute of Agricultural Biotechnology this year. Both public and private companies are doing field trials of biotech crops there. The Hungnong Seed Company is conducting field trials on virus-resistant hot pepper. The Korea Ginseng and Tobacco Research Institute is carrying out field trials of virus-resistant tobacco and the Rural Development Administration is working on a variety of biotech plants, including rice. More information at http://asean.kribb.re.kr/ase1.html
Germany Issues Field Trial Licenses for Biotech Corn

The March 29 issue of SeedWeek reported that Germany has issued licenses for the experimental planting of 55 tons of biotech corn this year. Germany has banned commercial production of biotech crops, but issues licenses for field trials by private companies there. Applications for experimental plantings of 11 biotech corn varieties have been issued.

Missouri Scientists Map Corn Genome 
Corn researchers at the University of Missouri-Columbia completed the most comprehensive and detailed genetic map of corn to date. They are integrating this work with a physical map of the crop’s 10 chromosomes. The five-year research initiative, called the Maize Mapping Project, began in 1998 with an $11 million grant from the National Science Foundation. The project is expected to end next fall. Research information at http://www.maizemap.org
High Oleic Oilseed Crops May Be Used to Make Biodegradable Hydraulic Fluid 
“Scientists have found a potentially profitable new use for high-oleic oilseed crops, pulling these alternative crops into production,” said a March 26 news release from the USDA’s Agricultural Research Service (ARS). ARS chemists made environmentally friendly, effective lubricants containing fatty acids from high-oleic oilseeds like sunflower and safflower. The new vegetable-based biodegradable hydraulic fluid is for use in heavy equipment or as crankcase fluid. These lubricants compare favorably to soybean and canola oil, which have also been used to produce biodegradable lubricants. ARS release at http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/pr/2002/020326.htm 

Biotech May be Lifeline for Family Farms
Biotechnology may yield new niche crops designed for specific uses in medicine or industry, a small farmer said in a March 24 Reuters article. Such niche markets could be well-filled by small, family-owned farms. Story at http://biz.yahoo.com/rf/020324/n20267002_1.html
Biotech Corn Debate Heats Up in Mexico

Southern Mexico in particular remains the center of corn genetic diversity around the world, reported the March 24 Washington Post. “That’s why the international scientific battle now raging over the reported presence of genetic material from [U.S. biotech] plants in Mexican corn is so bitter and emotional. The Mexican government banned the planting of modified corn in 1998 precisely because it didn’t want its native stock to be mixed with the sometimes controversial creations of crop biotechnology. But new and hotly contested research suggests that the commingling has happened anyway.” Story at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A11891-2002Mar24.html

Got Milk? It Could be Cloned
“Got cloned milk?” asked the March 24 Associated Press. “Infigen, a DeForest, Wis., biotechnology company, does. With 34 of its 170 cloned cattle in a ‘milking barn,’Infigen is ready to place bottles of the herd’s output on America’ breakfast tables.” But first must come a Food and Drug Administration decision on the safety of cloned-derived products for humans and the environment. Ranchers already selectively breed their herds, plucking out the best milk-producing, the healthiest and biggest animals as breeders. Story at http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/businesstechnology/134425426_btbiotech25.html
Milking Genetically Modified Cows 
The April 1 issue of Forbes.com said that Australian farmers poured several million dollars into using cloning technology to create four Holsteins whose milk might be more valuable in the export market. These genetically modified cows were created using funds from Genetics Australia Cooperative, a company owned by 8,500 of Australia’s dairy farmers. Payments to these farmers are based not on the volume of milk they produce, but on the amount of protein in that milk. Since proteins are made by genes, one way to increase the amount of protein contained in the milk is to add an extra copy of the gene that serves as the recipe for that protein called casein. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/fo/20020401/bs_fo/milking_genetically_modified_cows

Transcripts of FDA Biotech Food Papers Online

The Food and Drug Administration has posted papers on agricultural biotechnology and other topics presented during its 2002 Science Forum online at http://www.fda.gov/oc/meetings/2002sciforum.html
Food for Health Conference to be in Minneapolis May 19-21 
The University of Minnesota will host a “Foods for Health” conference May 19-21 in Minneapolis. More information at www.coafes.umn.edu/nabc2002


AGROTERRORISM

GAO Testifies on State and Local Preparedness for Bioterrorism
On March 28, the U.S. General Accounting Office presented testimony to a Congressional Committee on “Combating Terrorism: Key Aspects of a National Strategy to Enhance State and Local Preparedness.” Testimony at http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-02-549T

FARM POLICY  
North Dakota Senator Takes Aim at Bush Trade Promotion Bill 
A leading farm state senator vowed to do his best to slow down, and kill if possible, a bill to give President Bush expanded authority to negotiate trade pacts, noted a March 22 Reuters article. Sen. Byron Dorgan (D-ND) said he planned to offer “a bunch of amendments” when the fast track trade bill finally makes it to the Senate floor for debate. He has criticized the North American Free Trade Agreement for opening the northern U.S. border to a flood of wheat imports from Canada. The best chance to stop the bill in the Senate is with a filibuster, which would require the support of at least 41 senators. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020322/pl_nm/congress_trade_dc_1
INDUSTRY NEWS 

Syngenta Plans to Share Rice Genome Data

The March 27 Washington Post reported that Syngenta International AG is finishing a plan to make public huge amounts of genetic information about the rice plant to accelerate research on this staple crop. If Syngenta makes its rice data public, it would follow the lead of Monsanto, which adopted a similar policy two years ago. Syngenta’s plan would accelerate an international program to complete a map of the rice plant genomic structure. Story at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A28175-2002Mar27.html
Pioneer Hi-Bred Introduces Its First Canola Hybrids to Market
Pioneer Hi-Bred International announced on March 20 that it has added hybrids to the company's canola product line for the 2002 growing season. “Hybrid canola brings an improved level of performance, helping producers increase their yield potential and capture higher net margins per acre,” the release said. The Pioneer® canola introductions include one herbicide-resistant hybrid and one conventional hybrid. Release at http://www.pioneer.com/pioneer_news/press_releases/canola_hybrids.htm

Dow AgroSciences to Move All Biotech R&D Staff to Indianapolis

On March 20, Dow AgroSciences announced that it is consolidating its research and development group, moving its biotech projects from San Diego to its Indianapolis headquarters. The relocation of programs and staff is scheduled to be complete sometime during the third quarter of 2002. Release at http://www.dowagro.com/newsroom/news/032002.htm

Scotts Partners with New Zealand Research Company on Floral Biotech Projects

The Scotts Company has signed up the New Zealand Institute for Crop & Food Research Ltd. as a research partner to work on flowering ornamental plants enhanced by biotechnology. Initial research will be centered on improving geraniums. Release at http://www.crop.cri.nz/media_kit/releases/A1016051310.htm

Monsanto Partner in India Gets Commercial Approval for Biotech Cotton

Maharashtra Hybrid Seeds Company, Ltd., Monsanto’s seed partner in India, said on March 27 that it received commercial approval for Bollgard hybrid cottonseed from the Indian Genetic Engineering Approval Committee for planting this year. More information at http://www.mahyco.com/future.html
Urmston Selected VP/GM of Seed Programs Inc.

John Batcha, president of Seed Programs, Inc., announced on March 29 that former ASTA Executive Vice President Dean Urmston of Bakersfield, Calif., will become the non-profit’s new Vice President-General Manager on May 1, 2002. Urmston served as ASTA Executive Vice President from 1997-2001. “I can’t think of a more noble way to round out my career than in joining with John in the humanitarian efforts that he envisioned and started some 12 years ago,  Urmston said. Release available upon e-mail request from Angela Dansby at adansby@amseed.org.
CropLife America Touts Benefits of Pesticide Use 

According to a March 25 CropLife America news release, “Doing a World of Good, Pesticide/Crop Tech Industry Refocuses on Benefits,” the U.S. pesticide and crop technology industry is changing its culture and image. “For too long, our industry had focused exclusively on promoting our successes in safety assessment and management,” said Jay Vroom, president, CropLife America. Now it will focus on the benefits of pesticide use. To kick off this paradigm shift, George McGovern, 22-year U.S. legislator and 1972 presidential candidate, will be the keynoter at the CropLife America/RISE conference on pesticide and crop technology benefits on April 9 in Crystal City, Va. Leonard Gianessi of the National Center for Food and Ag Policy will present preliminary research findings on “Documenting the Benefits of Pesticides in U.S. Crop Production.” This study on 40 individual crops examines historical evidence in the last 50 years since synthetic chemicals have been available, experimental evidence from extension service scientists that documents the performance of alternatives, comparison with organic alternatives and foreign markets, and emergency use of pesticides as a solution to unanticipated pests. The conference closes on April 10 with remarks by Dr. J.B. Penn, USDA undersecretary for farm and foreign agricultural services. Conference program at http://www.croplifeamerica.org by clicking on “events.”
All Rows Lead to Chicago for FIS Congress in May 2002
The International Seed Trade Federation (FIS) and International Association of Plant Breeders (ASSINSEL) will merge and host their 53rd World Seed Congress in Chicago, Ill., May 26-30, 2002. The conference theme, “All Rows Lead to Chicago,” reflects the global impact of the seed industry. This congress will be the first held in the United States in 16 years. The meeting will include sessions on seed issues of global importance and the first “Charity Par-Tee,” an international golf tournament benefiting UNICEF. Online information and registration at http://www.worldseed2002.com  
Boston Seed Party to Focus on Gene Revolution
ASTA’s 2002 Annual Convention in Boston June 23-26 will feature Nobel Laureate James Watson, Ph.D., and Juan Enriquez of Harvard’s Life Science Project, who will address the past and future developments in agricultural biotechnology, respectively. The meeting will feature other high-level speakers, optional tours, and the “Boston Tee Party,” ASTA’s golf outing of the year. More information and registration at http://www.amseed.com/mtg_2002ac_index.asp
INTERNATIONAL TRADE

USTR to Address Monopoly Issues with Canada Wheat Board 
A top U.S. trade negotiator for agriculture will travel to North Dakota April 3 to discuss with farmers steps the United States should take to battle the Canadian Wheat Board (CWB), reported a March 28 Dow Jones article. Prompted by a petition from the North Dakota Wheat Commission, U.S. Trade Representative’s office completed an investigation of the CWB in February 2002 with an “affirmative finding” of its monopolistic characteristics. At that time, USTR said it could lodge a complaint before the World Trade Organization. Other alternatives included asking the U.S. Commerce Department and the International Trade Commission to approve antidumping tariffs on Canadian wheat, and negotiating with Canada to improve market access for U.S. wheat there. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/dowjones/20020328/bs_dowjones/ustr_johnson_to_hear_complaints_about_canada_wheat_board&printer=1

WTO Agriculture Negotiations to be Finalized in 2005
In a March 27 news release, the World Trade Organization (WTO) reported that its agriculture committee agreed on March 26 to a work program that would set out by March 31, 2003 the key negotiating principles for a final comprehensive farm trade deal. Ministers also agreed on a Jan. 1, 2005 deadline for reaching a final agreement on agriculture and all other areas of negotiations that comprise the Doha Development Agenda, including “substantial improvements in market access; reductions of, with a view to phasing out, all forms of export subsidies; and substantial reductions in trade-distorting domestic support.” WTO release at http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/pres02_e/pr282_e.htm 


Codex Seeks Input on International Regulation of Animal Feed 

On June 4, the U.S. Codex Office will host a public meeting in Washington, DC on agenda items for the meeting of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Task Force on Animal Feeding of the Codex Alimentarius Commission June 17-20 in Copenhagen, Denmark. Agenda items include information on lists established by different governments to control the use of prohibited and undesirable substances in animal feedstuffs and maximum levels and residues limits for feedstuffs and foods. Agenda at http://www.codexalimentarius.net/ccaf03/af02_01e.htm 
Details of June 4 meeting at http://www.fsis.usda.gov/oa/codex/meeting.htm 
Codex to Address Risk Assessment and Ethics in Agricultural Trade 
The Codex Committee on General Principles will meet April 15-19 in Paris, France to discuss draft documents on principles for risk analysis and codes of ethics for international trade in food, and guidelines for cooperation with intergovernmental organizations. Meeting agenda at http://www.codexalimentarius.net/ccgp17/gp02_01e.htm 
INVASIVE SPECIES


ASTA Comments on Draft Noxious Weed Regulation Changes
ASTA submitted comments on March 22 to the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service on its Draft Action Plan for the Noxious Weeds Program published in the Jan. 28 Federal Register. “ASTA applauds the agency for its efforts and careful thought in developing the Draft Action Plan,” the association said, “[but] remains concerned that the proposal to develop and publish a list of top ‘weeds of concern’ may lead to scientifically unsound characterizations of beneficial non-native species as noxious weeds.” Comments at http://www.amseed.com/govt_statementsDetail.asp?id=67

OTHER 

Lettuce Increase Supply to Meet Demand

The April 1 USA Today reported that in a classic collision of supply and demand, a cold snap in Arizona and California reduced the iceberg lettuce harvest, conflicting with demand for the salad staple. “Grocery prices have soared to $3 a head, school cafeterias have pulled lettuce out of ham sandwiches, restaurants have substituted cheaper baby spinach in salads and consumers are suffering sticker shock,” the newspaper said. Farm prices for lettuce doubled from March 2001 to March 2002, according to the USDA. Much of that increase was in the iceberg category, the most popular lettuce in America. As a result, Giant Food, a grocery chain in Maryland, Virginia, Delaware, New Jersey and Washington, D.C., has raised the price at its salad bars by $1 to $3.49 a pound, in just a month, USA Today reported. Reasons for the increase in lettuce prices include higher demand, reduced acreage, and bad weather. Story at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/usatoday/20020401/bs_usatoday/3986492

###

Founded in 1883, the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA), located in Alexandria, Va., is one of the oldest trade organizations in the United States. Its membership consists of about 850 companies involved in plant breeding, seed production and distribution, and related industries in North America. As an authority on plant germplasm, ASTA advocates science and policy issues of industry-wide importance. Its mission is to enhance the development and free movement of quality seed worldwide.
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